[Progress in the study, treatment and cure of hematologic malignancies in children in North America].
Progress in the study, treatment and cure of hematologic malignancies in children is one of the most gratifying accounts in the entire history of cancer therapy. It is important to note that progress in treatment and cure have been the direct result of formal study of childhood cancers and the development and clinical trial of new treatments designed to improve the response and cure rate. In the experience of the Children's Cancer Study Group (CCSG), approximately half of the children with cancer which are registered have hematologic malignancies. By far the most significant of these is acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL), which accounts for 33% of all the cancers registered with the Group. Acute non-lymphoblastic types of leukemia have amounted to 6% of all cancers in our experience, non-Hodgkin's lymphoma for another 6% and Hodgkin's disease for approximately 5%. The cancer death rate in children under the age of fifteen years has declined very significantly in the United States since 1950. In 1955 the National Cancer Institute organized the first national cooperative groups in order to develop and test new treatments for acute lymphoblastic leukemia. The CCSG was the first of these. The success which has been achieved in treating acute leukemia is remarkable, particularly when one recalls that in 1950 the disease was 100% fatal. The death rate due to Hodgkin's disease has also shown a sharp decline, and more recently, deaths due to non-Hodgkin's lymphomas have also declined.